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RUNNERS PURSUE 2000-KILOMETER TREK TO DEMAND PROTECTED STATUS FOR THE 
ROMAINE RIVER 
 
Team expected in Montreal September 27th 
 
(Sept. 21st) A team of environmental runners has been crossing the province since September 9th to 
demand a moratorium on large-scale hydro projects, and protected status for the endangered Romaine 
River. 
 
Over twelve days, a crew of thirteen athletes has delivered a written message in 42-kilometer relays from 
Matagami, at the start of the James Bay Highway, to Maniwaki, in the Ottawa Valley. The event, which is 
organized by environmental group Alliance Romaine, is poised to continue this week, visiting Gatineau on 
Sept. 24th, and arriving in Montreal on Sunday, September 27th. Runners will then relay the message 
eastward, past Quebec City, Tadoussac and Sept-Îles, reaching the Romaine River, the site of a new and 
contested hydro-electric project involving four dams, on October 18th. 
 
Alliance Romaine believes that the extent of hydro-development in recent decades has exceeded the 
carrying capacity of the province's cosystems. 
 
"We know that large-scale hydro-electric power is not clean energy because it floods boreal forest, 
displaces trappers, and damages commercial fisheries," explains Alliance Romaine spokesperson 
Christopher Scott. "Since 1960, 14 out of Quebec's seventeen large rivers have been dammed or modified 
by hydro-electric projects. It's time to rethink our energy strategy, and to invest in energy conservation and 
new technologies so we can save what's left." 
 
As the marathon continues, Alliance Romaine will host information evenings and public discussions in the 
different communities it visits. Alliance Romaine hopes to use the marathon to collect stories and strategies 
from the many citizens'  groups from across Quebec that have mobilized to defend their local waterways, 
including the Gatineau, du Moine, and Trois-Pistoles Rivers. 
 
In total, more than thirty volunteer athletes have signed up to carry the message over a leg of the 2000-
kilometer route, which extends from James Bay Cree Territory, onto the Lower North Shore. 
 
"I was able to find within myself the core energy to run all those kilometers to save our rivers," says 
Giroflée Arsenault, a 23 year-old student who ran on Friday, September 18th, in La Vérendrye Park. "If I 
can do this, I don't see why Hydro-Québec can't do what it takes to choose the alternative energy [sources] 
which are readily available." 
  
Alliance Romaine can now be reached for interviews. To contact the road team, call (514) 944-0699; or call 
spokespersons Chris Scott at (514) 523-7357, or Fran Bristow at (514) 486-9857. Alliance Romaine's email 
address is info@allianceromaine.org. Website: www.allianceromaine.org 


