
Press Release 
For immediate release 
 
Alliance Romaine Challenges Jean Charest to a Public Debate on large-scale Hydro 
 
Team of environmental runners has been crossing Quebec since September 9th 
 
(Montreal, September 28) To mark their arrival in Montreal following three weeks of running, the 
marathon team of Alliance Romaine has challenged Jean Charest to debate publically about the alleged 
benefits of the recently-started hydro project on the Romaine River. 
 
Spokesperson Christopher Scott read an open letter addressed to the Premier at a public meeting held 
Sunday in downtown Montreal at Café Fractal. The letter invites either Jean Charest or one of his ministers 
to defend the government's energy policy in the context of a public, televised debate, to be held October 
4th, when the marathon team, which has been running in 42-kilometer relays since the James Bay town of 
Matagami, reaches Quebec City. 
 
"The Charest government has taken to announcing these projects one at a time, and has been cagey about 
revealing its long-term intentions," observes Mr. Scott. "Citizens have a right to expect transparency: we 
want the government to name specifically which rivers it intends to dam, and which ones it is ready to put 
into protected areas." 
 
Since September 9th, Alliance Romaine has been crossing Quebec to argue that hydroelectricity is not 
clean energy, and that the time has come to formally protect the very few free-flowing large rivers which 
are left in the province. Alliance Romaine's principal demand is for an end to the recently-started 
hydroelectric project involving four dams on the Romaine River. 
 
"The Romaine project is a bad investment," states Mr. Scott. "It will cost eight billion dollars, and damage 
our forests and fisheries, which are a source of sustainable jobs. If our leaders want to access more 
electricity, they would do well do invest in a programme of energy efficiency, which would free up the 
same amount of power they expect to produce on the Romaine River for a fraction of the cost." 
 
The open letter to Jean Charest was read in the presence of Mercier MNA Amir Khadir. 
 
Alliance Romaine continues its run today, crossing Montreal Island towards Repentigny. The event will 
finish October 18th, when the relay team reaches the Romaine River, east of Sept-Îles. 


